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Thousands of
people walt out-
side the Discl.
ples Ministry
Charch Misslon
for free grocarles

food glveaway s
a project of the
misslon’s pastor,
Paul Amopoules,
left. Tho misslon
estimates It dis-
tributes 10 mil-
flon pounds of
free food each
year,

Despite chill,
thousands
wait hours
for free food

= Minneapolis mission
provides Easter bounty

WAYNE WANGSTAD < 1% woa €8

Vem Benton, 3 79-year-old widow who
suhsists solely on Social Securily, was
shivering by noon Wednesday, even
though sﬁr was wearing “iwo of every-
t b

Fgr 5% hours, Beatos had waited oul-
side a former symagogee at 1000 Oliver
Ave. N. in Minneapolis to ensare that she
would receive an Easter bounty of two
free hags of food from the Disciples Min-
iﬁr{ Church Mission.

“1 think 1t's real nbceio?e-;plt 4;‘1'! ap-
peeciate it there are a Jol of people who
need i, said Beoton, who will use the
food she received for her Easter disner.

By 4 p.m. Wednesday, 50 to §0 volun-
teers had distributed a 6,000 bags of
groceries froen (he mission basement,
and another 6,000 from Lhe parking lol.
The food given to more than 5,000 people
included a frozen chicken, canned goods,

cereal, juice and bakery prodwcts,
isston officials estimated that each
person received an average of about $35
warth of food and said the fotal gimwaz
value exceaded $175,000, Becanse muc
of the food i donated, they projected the
lveawny actually coal the mission about

nInn

Fhoss numbers are bmpremlve, but #
better mersare was the visual I.mrrmlou
Jeft by the meedy — from both Minmeapo-
s and St. Paul — wailing for food. Con-
fined to the sidewalk by snow fencing
draped with feras, they stood five to six
across in 2 lime that stretched north on
Oliver Avenoe to the corner of 12th Ave-
nue Noclk, then extended & block east to
Newton Avenee, where il veered south
for another half block.

Led by pastor Paul Arnopowlos, the
church mission also distributes groceries
on Christmas, a total of about 19 million
peunds of food annually. With its Monday
throngh Friday grocery distributions, and
daily breakfssts and lanches, the missica
serves ahowt 40,000 people a moath, Ar-

ules said.
mﬂm; companies contributed food for
the FEaster giveaway, he said. About 90
percent of the looff distributed by the
o lty i donated by varioes
organizations. The rest is purchased
thromgh condribetions.
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The mission also operates a
temporary joh placement serviee
and intends to a store that
will sell new clothing (o needy |
people at prices they can afferd.

Ql the people who received gro-
ceries Wednesday, Arnopoulkes e
timated that 2 pereent did mot
neod the food,

"Maybe 1 pereest are pack rals |
whe ghve 1Cwway, ol the oller it
pereenl see b e pesd” T anid,

Arnoposlos owned an edecirical
repair and maimtenance husiness
until 1073, when after attending a
charch servies he “felt & need to
change” and started the mission
rbur:;’h in Brooklyn Park fle
moved to the former synagogor
five years later e

The satisfaction Arnopoulos re-
ceives from the mission church “is
a fulfilling of the scriptures, a
feod-my-sbeep type of thing, . It
cames down to meeting the basic
needs of people,” he sald

Arnopoulos, 60, conducted ser-
vices Friday nights and Sunmdays
wtil & year age, when he docided
{0 devate full time to the food and
Jobe program and to starting tbe
clothing sore.

He also operated 3 grocery
gtvqaway ogram from a vacant

in St. Paul for eight years. He
itends (o begin a similar program |
igain in St Paul and is searching
dor a suitable budlding




